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I SMELL HIM. 
HIS STINK. EVEN 
FROM HERE. 


STOP. 
BEING SO. 
MELODRAMATIC, 
MOYA. 


AFTER 
YOU SEE WHERE 
THINGS ARE GOING, 
YOU'RE GOING TO 
GIVE ME ALL THE 
TIME I NEED. 


BETWEEN THE 
F.B.l. AND DARPA, 


WE'VE DUMPED TENS OF 
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS 
INTO YOUR RESEARCH, AND 
WHAT DO WE HAVE TO SHOW 
FOR IT? IF THE KOREANS 
BEAT US, IT'S YOUR ASS. 


THE RAY SPHERE 
WORKS ON A SIMPLE 
PRINCIPLE--IT TRANSFERS: 
NEURO-ELECTRIC ENERGY 
FROM NON-CONDUITS 
~ TO CONDUITS. 


ONCE ENOUGH 
NEURO-ELECTRIC ENERGY 
IS ACCUMULATED WITHIN 
THE CONDUIT, THEIR LATENT 
SUPER-HUMAN ABILITIES: 
ARE ACTIVATED. 


AROUND THEM 
IS KILLED. 
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JUST AS HE 
USED ME. 


THERE'S. 
ALWAYS 

A PRICE, 
MOYA. 


BUT I SEE THE 
TRUTH NOW, 
| NOTHING ESCAPES 
MY SIGHT. 


MOYA, I'D 
LIKE YOU TO 
MEET DAVID. UNTIL A 
COUPLE WEEKS AGO, 
HE WAS. WORKING 
AS A SECURITY 
GUARD AT THIS 
FACILITY. 


"ELEVEN TIMES, 
COUNTING THIS TES 


dil, ae 
aan 


AST 
WAS SAYING, 
IT’S A SIMPLE 

PRINCIPLE. 


BUT I STARTED 
TO WONDER: WHAT 
HAPPENS WHEN AN ACTIVATED 
CONDUIT’S FURTHER EXPOSED 
TO_THE RAY SPHERE? WILL THEY 
DIE? LOSE THEIR POWERS? 


= =a 
THE LORD WILL 
SHOW ME HIS 
FACE AND I WILL 


DRAW STRENGTH 
FROM IT, 


ARE 
YOU INSANE? 
YOU NEED TO 
PUT _AN END 

TO THIS, 
NOW. 


AH, BUT YOU 
HAVEN'T HEARD 
THE BEST PART, 

MY DEAR. 


EACH ADDITIONAL 


PERSON CAN 
WIELD MULTIPLE 
POWERS AT 
THE SAME 
TIME? 


"THIS... THIS 1S 
INCREDIBLE. 
AN ARMY OF 
PEOPLE LIKE 
DAVID WOULD BE 
UNSTOPPABLE.” 


PRETTY EXCITING, 
ISN'T IT? 


AND 
PLEASE PUT ON 
YOUR GOGGLES. IT'S 
GOING TO GET VERY 
BRIGHT HERE IN A 
MOMENT. 


LOOK, THIS ¢ 

IS THE ADDRESS 
THEY GAVE ME, NAME 

IS KESSLER. 


AND I’M 
TELLING YOU 
Re THAT YOu Have 


i 
THIS COLE 
MACGRATH?, 


My NAME 
1S KESSLER. 
I BELIEVE 
YOU'RE 
HOLDING A 
PACKAGE 
FOR ME. 


IF YOU DON'T PAY 
UP, I’M GOING TO 
KICK YOUR-- 


LOOK, I WAS HERE 
ON TIME. IT’S NOT 
MY FAULT THAT 
THE ADDRESS |S 


NO, YOURE EXACTLY 
WHERE YOU SHOULD 
BE. CAN YOU DO ME A 
FAVOR AND OPEN 
THE BOXP 


WHY, SO 
YOU CAN GET 
ME FIRED? I 

DON'T THINK 
50. 


AS YOU KNOW, 
THE QUARANTINE IS NOW 
IN ITS TWENTY-FOURTH DAY, 
AND BY AND LARGE, THINGS 
ARE ABOUT WHERE WE EXPECT |) 
THEM TO BE. THE SITUATION'S 
STABLE, AND SUPPLIES ARE 
MOVING INTO THE CITY. 


"HUMAN-RIGHTS GROUPS CLAIM 
THAT PEOPLE INSIDE OF EMPIRE 
CITY ARE STARTING TO STARVE.” 


"EXCUSE MY LANGUAGE, BUT THOSE 
PANTYWAISTS HAVE NO IDEA WHAT 
THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT. THEY'RE 50 
WORRIED ABOUT THEIR AGENDA THAT 
THEY REFUSE TO SEE WHAT'S REALLY 
HAPPENING. MAKES ME SICK.” 


"T'S SAD 
HOW THOSE 
RUMORS GET 

STARTED.” 


“I’M HERE WITH GENERAL DARI 


REN BRIDGES, 


COMMANDER OF THE 824? AIRBORNE DIVISION 


FROM FORT BRAGG, NORTH CAROLINA, 


FIRST OF ALL, GENERAL, THANK YOU AND YOUR 


MEN FOR YOUR COURAGEOUS SERVICE.” 


“HOW ARE THINGS 
PROGRESSING WITH 
THE VACCINE?” 


"THE CDC CAN ANSWER 
THAT BETTER THAN ME, 
BUT DURING OUR MORNING: 
BRIEFING, SOMEONE 
MENTIONED THAT THE CITY 
IS NOW 80% PLAGUE FREE.” 


“THANKS, LINDA. WE Q 
APPRECIATE TH * 


“WELL, TM 
JUST GLAD 
THAT YOU'RE 
GIVING US THE 
CHANCE TO 
CORRECT THE 
RECORD AND 
GET THE TRUTH 
OUT TO THE 


PEOPLE OF 
AMERICA.” 


“THANK YOU SO MUCH 
FOR YOUR TIME, GENERAL 
BRIDGES. THIS IS LINDA 
KAUFMAN REPORTING 
FOR USTV NEWS.” 


- AND THINK ABOUT THE PROMISES 
I'p MADE HER. THAT I'D ALWAYS 
PROTECT HER, KEEP HER SAFE. 


FOUR DAYS AGO 
| BURIED MY 
GIRLFRIEND TRISH 
IN THIS PARK. 


SHE WAS MURDERED 
BY A MAN 
NAMED KESSLER. 


iC 
| CAN SUMMON ELECTRICITY | 
FROM THE SKY, F 
FLOAT THROUGH THE AIR, 
FIRE ELECTRIC ROCKETS 
FROM MY FINGERS. 


THE DEAD BAC 


| 


STUC OUND WHEN 
THE ST HIT THE FAN. 


aw ay Re 

} I'LL AtwAys | | BieH 

LOVE YoU, TRISH. | 4 "DON'T 
: S i 


in| : 


THINK SO. 


f 


HE'S ABOUT THE 
ARO Nee : GRANDKIDS USI I ALWAYS 
D ED 

pa ee TO PLAY IN THIS LIKED IT HERE, 
a” : y PARK. YOU KNOW, ESPECIALLY IN 
, BEFORE ALL THE FALL WHEN 

OF THIS. THE TREES 

TURNED. 


THIS IS A 
GOOD PLACE, 
COLE. SHE'LL 

FIND PEACE 
HERE. 


ou YOU'RE MAYBE NOT, 
TRACK POWN ” 5 ony ONE IN an hare i 
He FIRS ; |. ai) THIS FIGHT, HAPPENED. 


3 COLE. 


7 LAST OF ‘EM 
ARE DUG IN OVER 
\ BY PIER 12. 


GOING TO BE A 
BITCH FLUSHING THEM OUT, 
BUT ONCE THEY’RE DEALT WITH, 
TSA WE CAN START RESTORING SOME 
ORDER AROUND HERE. 


NOTHING WILL ‘ 
CHANGE WHAT 
HAPPENED. NO MATTER 
HOW HARD YOU YOU DIDN'T 
FIGHT, SHE’S STILL. SEE... WHAT HE 
GOING TO BE GONE. DID TO HER... 


IT’S LIKE TO 
HAVE SOMEONE 
STOLEN FROM 

YOU. 


; AND I KNOW Sess 
WHAT GRIEF CAN DO 
TO A MAN. TRUST ME, 
YOU DON’T WANT TO 
GO DOWN THAT 
ROAD. 


<= ONCE YOU DO, —— 
[eerosz.| NO TURNING BACK.” 


IS HE 
PREPPED? 


HAD TO MAKE A LAST-MINUTE 
Sen iatithe OF 


Bur Rtearrina’s Sib 
Mben4 oe >. 


WHAT ABOUT THE 
VOLUNTEERS? 


HOW LONG UNTIL THE DNA IS. 
SYNTHESIZED INTO A USABLE 
FORM? 


our BEST \® 
ESTIMATE IS 
p SIX HOURS. 


\ 


\ 


YOU'RE GONNA 
REGRET THIS. ALL 
OF YOU! 


: ~e | 
You" th a 
UNL D = 
THE FURY! JA Se, 
—. . q 


50 GLAD I'LL NEVER HAVE TO 
LISTEN TO HIM AGAIN. 


WHAT ARE YOU. 
WAITING FOR? CUT THIS 
BASTARD OPEN. a 


INEED 
TO PROPERLY 
SEDATE HIM-~ 
HE'S AS 
SEDATED AS 
HE ee TO 


IVE GOT 
AN INVASION 
TO PLAN. 


] 


EVENTUALLY THEY 


pEcIoED TO AUGMENT & 


THEIR POWERS WITH 
TECHNOLOGY -- 
BEEN AROUND FOR 
CENTURIES. STARTED 
OFF AS MENTALISTS, 
BENDING SPOONS, 
CRAP LIKE THAT. 


THEY HELPED HIM CREATE 
THE RAY SPHERE, MAKE 


ALL OF THIS POSSIBLE. 


WITHOUT THEM, 
TRISH'S STILL ALIVE... 


DON'T 
THEM PIN YOU 
DOWN, KEEP 

MOVING! 


THAT. 
FLANK! 


GO MAKE 
SURE THOSE 
CLOWNS 
ARE REALLY 
FINISHED. 


I’M GOING 


YOU 


SAVED 


REALL 
OUR BACON, 
BROTHER. 


TO SEARCH THE \ 


AREA, MAKE SURE 


THAT'S THE LAST 
OF THEM. 


HE DOESN'T 
LIKE YOU 
MUCH, DOES 
HE? 


NOT 
ANYMORE, 
ANYHOW. 


LATER THAT NIGHT. 
FIRST SONS RESEARCH FACILITY. 


KESSLER LEFT 
ME HERE TO DIE, 


DARKNESS. 


HE DENIES ME THE LORD'S 
LOVE, HIS BLESSINGS. 


\ a ii I WILL FIND HIM. 
/ . TEACH HIM THE 
/ , 
sf Je y 
S 
Ya 


' PRICE OF HIS FOLLY. 


1B a 


y BES Ss 
“4 EAGLE POINT PENITENTIARY; EMPIRE CITY: 
+ YOU WANT 


ZEKE WAS MY | ANY MORE 

BEST FRIEND. OF THESE 

LIKE A BROTHER | ate BEANS? 
TO ME. y 


: weal F WHY ARE 
7 THAT WAS YOU HERE, 
DON'T KNOW | { SOME NICE - ZEKE 
WHAT HE I WORK TODAY, 

COLE. 


‘& 
ay 


a 


RICKS GOT 
IHAT THEY 
ESERVE! 


WHAT DO. 
YOU MEAN? 
THE ROOFTOP’S 
NOT SAFE, 
WHERE-- 


WELL, THAT EVERYTHING'S 
WE COULDN'T FORGIVEN? 
HAVE DONE iy 
IT WITHOUT I TOLD YOU 
‘OU. HOW SORRY I WAS. 
I DON'T KNOW-- 


YOU'RE SORRY, 
KESSLER'S SORRY, 
EVERYBODY'S 
SORRY. 


KESSLER? 
WHAT THE 
HELL'S HE GOT 


LISTEN, MAN, 
YOU ALL RIGHT? 
THAT DOESN’T 
MAKE A LICK OF 
SENSE. 


Ki 
IT TO ME RIGHT BEFORE 
HE DIED. IT’S HIS WEDDING 
PHOTO. 


“HE WAS ME, FROM THE FUTURE. CAME BACK 
IN TIME TO SET ALL OF THIS UP--THE RAY 
SPHERE, MY POWERS, THE QUARANTINE. 


"TRISH AND HIM WERE MARRIED, HAD "HE MURDERED 
eT, TWO KIDS. AND HE KILLED HER. as HIS OWN WIFE. 
HA y el cm 

“ r aay i ~ 
y! | 


ye 


V2 =e 


AND IT MAKES 
ME WANT TO. 
STRANGLE THE 
LIFE OUT OF 

YOU. , 


BECAUSE 
SOMETHING BAD 
15 COMING. HE 
CALLED IT THE BEAST, 
SAID IT'S ONS TO 


DECIDED TO 
TOUGHEN ME 
UP, GET ME 
READY. 


HE SHOW 
YOU ALL THAT WHEN 


HE LOCKED ONTO 


YOUR FACE? 


"BUT EVERY TIME I LOOK AT 
YOU, ALL I SEE IS KESSLER’S 
FACE, LAUGHING AT ME. 


YOU'RE ALL 
I'VE GOT LEFT, 
ZEKE. 


BUT 
BY GOD, I 
HATE YOUR 
GUTS. 


| I KNOW, I KNOW, 
{| YOU HAP NO CHOICE. 


YOU COULDN'T 
PROTECT 
YOURSELF, 
THIS WAS THE 
ONLY WAY. 


THEY'RE GOING 
TO REPOSSESS THE 
HOUSE! I DON’T HAVE }\ I DON 
A CHOICE! {{ TRUST KESSLER, HE'S 
- aa MADE YOU ALL THESE 
\ PROMISES... 


HE LIED TO ME. 


JUST AS HE LIED 
TO THE WOMAN. 


AND YOU'LL GIVE 
THEM ALL OF THE 
MONEY? 


YOU HAVE 
MY WORD. 
TLL PERSONALLY 
DELIVER THE 


CHECKS TO. 
YOUR WIFE. 


SHHH, THERE'S NO 
REAZON TO BE AFRAID. 
NOT ANYMORE. 


KESSLER'S TRYING 
TO HIDE FROM ME. 
DISGUISE HIS 
TRUE NATURE. 


KESSLER 1 


How’s it going, DC Nation? I wanted to 
take the time this week to recognize the 
awesomeness that is Action Comics #900. Not 
only is this a true milestone for one of our 
flagship books, but it’s been earned through 
the continuous publishing of stories by some 
of the best and brightest talent the industry 
has ever seen. It’s pretty amazing to write 
this and know that we are doing everything 
we can to live up to this proud legacy, and next month’s issue #900 should prove it! In addition 
to the conclusion of Paul Cornell and Pete Woods’s epic Lex Luthor story, Action Comics #900 
features the return of Superman, a surprise plot twist, and stories by Richard Donner, David 
Goyer and Damon Lindelof. And I promise that even after that stellar lineup we still have some 
surprises up our sleeve. I also wanted to give you a taste of what’s to come later this year, so check 
out the cover to Action Comics #901. Thank you, DC Nation, for supporting Action Comics, and 
we hope you enjoy the next 900 issues. 

Be seeing you 
— Ian Sattler, DC Comics 
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